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Dear Friends

Atthe beginning ofthe 107" Congress, | placed education
and tax reform on the top of my list of priorities. | am happy
o report that we have made excellent progress toward
achieving many of our goals. Specifically, Congress has
passed comprehensive tax relief for every American fiederal
income tax payer, and, as you read this letter we are nearing
completion of the education reform package

Finally, relief from federal taxes is on the way. President
Bush's tax plan, as part of the Economic and Tax Belief Act,
was passed by Congress and signed into law on June 7, 2001,
This plan lowers the tax burden on families and increases
fairness by, among other things, reducing tax rates, expanding
the child credit and significantly reducing the marriage
penalty. Every tederal income tax payer in America 15 going
to start getting money back this vear.

| am also pleased to report that the House of
Eepresentatives has passed HE. |, the Leave Mo Child
Behind Act, which will work to ensure thai schools and local
districts have the resources and flexibility needed o better
educate cur children. The Houwse and Senate will continue
working to find a compromise between our version of the bill
and theirs, and as this work continues, | believe we should
remain focused on returning power back to parents, teachers
and local school boards.

As in previous Congresses, | am continuing to make local
issues that affect our community a priority. South Floridians
are no strangers to flooding that can ruin property, disrupt
commerce and make trying to get across town difficult, | am
working with my Congressional colleagues on, among other
things, securing funding for the improvement of the water and
wastewaler infrastructure,

As a Member of the House Committee on Rules, | have
worked intensely to ensure that all debate on legislation
presented betore the House 15 fair, | remain committed o
ensuring that the residents of Florida's 21 district are well
represented before Congress, and that all my colleagues have
the opportunity to participate equally in such debate.

The purpose of this newsletter is to share with vou
information concerning education reform, details regarding
the tax relief package, flooding and other issues. Please do not
hesitate to contact my office if | may be of assistance or if
there is any matter that vou would like to bring to my attention.
It is an honor to represent the people of the 21 district of
Florida and 1 look forward to hearing from vou

Cordially,

Lincoln Diaz-Balart

Tax Relief

Fmally, relief from federal income taxes is on the way, Each
Amenican taxpayer who pays federal income taxes will be
recervimg o check-from-the RS Freasury this summer or-fall
Single taxpayers will receive up 1o $300, single parents will get up
to 5500 and married couples can expect a fax rebate check up 1o
F600,

For years now, many in public office have touted that they
hiokd the answers to making our lives betier. In reality, however,
only the single mother in Country Walk knows that her child
needs new school clothes and money for a new computer. Only
the family of four in Sweetwater knows that their eldest child s
preparing to attend college while their voungest child is
preparing to undergo surgery, There are just too many possible
variations to have a one-size-fits-all answer handed down from
Washington, D.C, The answer is much simpler than some ans
willing to admit. The answer is to return part of what rightfully
belongs to each taxpaving citizen—their money.

The current high federal income tax rates serve as barriers,
keeping low-income taxpayers oul of the middle class. The best
way o remove these barriers and ensure that every taxpayer
receives benefits from tax relief is an across-the-board cut in
taxes. Recent lavotfs by businesses of every size indicate that
the American economy needs a boost—guickly. Owr across-the-
h-.:-.-ln:: cul 1N axes :r|.;|_1. |_'I|_"_|I_|'\-:'_ ”'.\_' HATESYWEr.

The President’s tax plan, which | wholehearted v supported,
lowers the tax burden on families and increases Mirness by,
among other things, reducing tax rates, expanding the child
credit, and significantly reducing the marriage penalty.

Education

A pood education 15 the best tool that our young people
have to succeed in today's world. [ have been working with my
colleagues in Congress and the Bush Administration to
implement necessary reforms to our education svstem. The
House of Representatives has passed H.R. 1, the Leave Mo Child
Behind Act. This bill will provide the instruments necessary to
empower local school districts, states and teachers o help
students achieve high academic standards.

H.E. | works 1o ensure that we have the same expectations
of a disadvantaged child that we do of any other child. Every
child, regardless of background and wpbringing, deserves a
chance to excel. H.E. | also seeks o promote increased parental
involvement and informed parental decision making

In Florida it takes six times as many people 1o administer a
federal education dollar than a state education dollar, HR. 1
provides states and local districts the flexibility to cut through
miuch of this red tape in exchange for increased sccountability
standards. Depending on the state, local districts could have the
option of charter schools. such as the newly opened Doral
Academy Charter School in our district, which allows teachers
and administrators to focus on educating children rather than
pushing paper to satisfy
the burdensome require-
ments of government
red tape.

H.K. | 15 8 common
sense approach to edu-
cation reform, and |
drongly support its con-
crete and specific goal
ofimproving educational
opportunities for every
child, and especially to
ensure that mo child is
lefit behind,

Congressman Diaz-Balart with
Secretary of Education Roderick
Paige discussing education
refarm



Flooding

Those of us who live in South Flonda are no strangers 1o
the seasonal floods which ruin property and disrupl commerce
South Flonda sustained millions of dollars in propeny damage
due 1o heavy flooding after Hurmicane lrene m 1999, and the
“no name storm” in October 2000

Since the Mlooding last fall, | have been working with mis
congressional colleagues from South Flonda, commuonity
leaders, the Governor, local mayors, the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, South Florida Water Management, the Florida
Department of Emergency Management and Miami-Dade
County to develop ways to mitigate and prevent future
fooding

We are working 10 secure funding for the construciion of
waler and wastewaler infrastructure Improvwements, asw ellax
g study o analyze the canal system 1o délerm e whether
significant modifications are advisable in the interest of lood
damage reduction, environmental quality and water supply

While there is no simple solution to prevent future flooding,
a combination of factors, such as rebuilding an aging
infrastruciure and examining the management of the canal
syilem, are necessary steps in the nght direction. | wall
continue (o doall | can from Washington to help South Florda
to find solutions o this critical problem.

|
| Constituent Outreach Program
I Since 1993 my district office has offered an outreach
! program o the residents of Dusinct 21, The outreach
| program provides an opportunity for the residents of
| District 21 to meet with caseworkers from my office in a
| location near your neighborhood 10 address or assist you
| with any matter concerning the federal government.
i Below are the dates. times and locations for the
! ourreach program
|
| 1* Wednesday of the month Kendall Branch Library
I 3:00pm - 4:30pm G101 5W ST Avenue
| Miami, Flonda
| 2 Wednesday of the month: Sweetwater City Hall
3 l':l':-r'11'|.--1 Mipm SO0 SW 10 Avenue
Sweetwater, Florida
3 Wednesdoy of the month: Miami Springs City Hall
| bi(Mipm - 4: 30pm 201 Westward Drive
Miami Springs, Flonda
100 - 4: 30pm

HOW TO CONTACT

CONGRESSMAN

Congressman Diaz-Balart mests with an ROTC student group
from Congressional Dstnct 21 1o discuss mailary senice

United States Mili Academy

Nominations
Une of the unique senvices my disinct office provides is the
opportunity to nominaie students from the distrct to attend
college al one of the four United States Mili Academies
Any high school student who resides in the 21° Flonda

Congressional District may apply to be nominated to a United
Stabes Service Academy
Momination, students should contact my distrct of Tice ag 305-
$/0=-85333 or by e-mail through hitpswww house gov
writerep/. The deadline for nominations is November 7, 2001
Students will be requested 1o appear before a Militar,
Academy Mominating Commtiee for an

gelection of candidates for final
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Congressman Lincoln Diaz-Balart spaaks about educationto a
class during a recent visit io Miami Springs Senior High Schoo
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